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Dear Park Families and Friends, 
 
Along with other D 65 school, Park turned our curricular focus to the study of Black Lives Matter this 
week. From January 31st to February 7th, each day highlighted different principles from the Black Lives 
Matter movement: Restorative Justice, Globalism and Diversity, Gender Expression and LGBTQ, 
Families and Extended Families, and Black Women.  We learned new vocabulary, read texts about 
inclusivity, and created messages of power and bravery, as we elevated our black students, staff, 
families and communities.  This learning is not finished as it needs to be a focus in our ongoing 
curriculum.  At the same time, I want to thank the Park staff for providing our students with a 
meaningful way to present this material as we entered Black History Month. In collaboration with Next 
Steps Evanston and our PTA, Park will be examining our practices to 
identify where racism is present in our policies and seek ways to set 
anti-racist policies and practices. More information about this is coming! 
 
Kind regards, 
Jill Anderson, Principal 
847-424-2301 
andersonj2@district65.net 
Pronouns: she/her/hers 

 
 
Upcoming Events 
★ February 10th, 4pm - 7pm Parent Teacher Conferences 
★ February 12th, 3:30pm-6:30pm Parent Teacher Conferences 
★ February 14th - Non-Attendance Day 
★ February 17th - Presidents Day - No School 
★ May 14 - Family Fun Fest (revised date!) 

 
Parent Teacher Conferences 
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This week, we are holding Parent Teacher Conferences on Monday, February 10th from 4-7pm or 
Wednesday, February 12th from 3:30-6:30pm.  I hope that you have an informative and collaborative 
conference! 
 
Park School Tigers Can’t Be Beat! 
While the Kirk School Cubs defeated our Park Tigers once again, they 
were no match for our energy and passion!  Our classrooms enjoyed 
cheering on their team and dancing between each quarter.  The Park 
School showed great teamwork, encouragement and tenacity!  Proud 
to be a Park Tiger! 

 
Crepes Sale = Success! 
Room 29 hosted a “Crepe 
Sale” this week!  Teacher, 
Katlynn O’Hara invited a crepe maker, Sebastian, from Frio 
Gelato, to make the perfect base for the crepes while the 
students in room 29 expertly served the students and staff 
with plates, napkins and utensils, served yummy toppings, 
collected money and made change. It was a delicious 
learning experience!  Proceeds from this event will be used 
to support a community outing for Room 29! 
 

 
Be A Good Friend 
One of the goals of Restorative Practices is to establish norms or common values. The 
common values at Park School are to Be Safe, Try Your Best, and Be a Good Friend. For 
the next three months, we will focus on one of these common values and teach our 
students mini-units around each topic. Our Positive Behavior Committee kicked off the 
theme for this month - Be a Good Friend!  Our students will learn what it means to be a 
good friend, perform acts of kindness (like writing notes or cards!), write about acts of 
friendship that they see, and use their communication skills to talk about what “being a 
good friend” means. 

 
With the theme of “Be a Good Friend”, our staff Institute Day 
supported our goals for improving school climate and culture. 
We learned about the languages of appreciation and ended our 
time together with an experience to support the appreciation 
language of “quality time” - staff vs staff kickball!!!  Working as a 
team and recognizing the value and contributions in others is 
essential to fostering a positive school climate. And a positive 
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school climate is essential to the well-being and growth of our students!   
 
General Reminders 
★ Any urgent calls, including child absences, please contact the main office at 847-424-2300.   
★ If you drop your child off at school, or pick them up, please remember to sign them in/out at the 

front desk 
★ We are examining our procedures for visitors at Park School.  We are clarifying these 

procedures for multiple reasons, including but not limited to the safety of the visitor, protecting 
the confidentiality of our students, and of course, the safety of our students and staff.  When a 
parent or guest visits Park School (ex: IEP meeting, volunteer in the classroom, observe, etc.), 
the following procedures will be implemented: 

○ Visitor(s) should sign in at the office in the secured lobby and indicate their destination 
in the log.  

○ Visitor(s) will exchange a form of identification for a visitor’s badge (the badge must be 
worn at all times). 

○ Park School staff will escort the visitor(s) to their destination.  The visitor will be asked 
to wait in the secure lobby for the escort. 

○ After the observation or meeting, Park staff will escort the visitor(s) back to the lobby to 
sign out and exchange their visitor tag for their form of identification. 

Please know that you are very welcome at Park School.  The safety of our Park community is our top 
priority and by implementing these procedures consistently, we can better ensure safety for all. 

 


